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Part I. 

Rejection(s) discussed: 
102/103 

Claims discussed: 

1 , 3-9, 1 1-14 and new claims 15 and 16 

Prior art documents discussed: 

German 832, Komeiis et al, Japan 414 and Shimura 

Part II. 

SUBSTANCE OF INTERVIEW DESCRIBING THE GENERAL NATURE OF WHAT WAS DISCUSSED: 
See Continuation Sheet 

Part III. 

E<] It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview, since the interview 
directly resulted in the allowance of the application. The examiner will provide a written summary of the substance 
of the interview in the Notice of Allowability. 

□ It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview, since the interview 
did not result in resolution of all issues. A brief summary by the examiner appears in Part II above. 
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Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was discussed: Examiner 
noted that paragraph 28 of the specification describes the uppermost cavern as being open to the tread surface. 
Examiner asserted that claim 1 in the amendment filed 8-25-05 reads on German 832. Examiner noted that it is 
known to provide a wear indicator with color and directed attention to paragraph 49 of Shimura. Examiner asserted 
that it would have been obvious to color the recesses in Kornelis or Japan 414 to improve visability of the wear 
indicator. However, examiner commented that there is no motivation to reconfigure German 832's wear indicator such 
that it includes a carvern with a roof. Furthermore, examiner commented that there is no motivation to combine 
German 832 with Kornelis et al or Japan 414 such that a number is provided on a cavern base parallel to the 
uppermost surface of the tread element. Discussed page 5 of the original disclosure. Examiner noted that a "symbol" 
may be a color and therefore proposed amending claims 1 and 7 to recite "the indicator being in the form of a number, 
a numerical fraction or a symbol having a shape indicating the state of wear of the tread" to make it clear that the 
indicator on the cavern base requires a shape instead of merely a color. Examiner proposed amending line 4 of claim 
7 to make it clear that claim 7 is generic to figures 1 and 4. Discussed new claims 15 and 16 which set forth the 
additional requirment that the indicator is made in a color contrasting with the tread color; support being found on page 
5 of the original disclosure. Applicants representative agreed to the changes in the examiner's amendment. 



